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Utilities lead S&P 500, with
26 percent gain in 2014. » 4B

IN BRIEF
Chrysalis nominations sought

The Lee County Visitor & Convention Bureau
and the Greater Fort Myers Chamber of Com-
merce are seeking nominations for the sixth
annual Chrysalis Awards to honor businesses
and individuals who have positively impacted
the local community.

Award nominations are due by Jan. 16, and
are open to any member of the local business
community. 

The awards will honor recipients in these
categories: Business Development, Sustainabil-
ity, Eco-Innovation, Cultural Achievement, Edu-
cation, Sports, and Sales & Marketing. There is
also the Junonia Award, created to recognize
those individuals who have impacted the tour-
ism community by demonstrating unique capa-
bilities, leadership, commitment, and dedica-
tion.

Those who wish to nominate a business or
individual can visit the Team Tourism section of
LeeVCB.com. 

For more information, contact Christine Dav-
lin at the VCB at cdavlin@leegov.com or 239-
338-3500; Colleen DePasquale, event chairper-
son, at colleen@fortmyers.org or 239-332-2930;
or Terry Simon at terryasimon@aol.com.

Market Watch tickets on sale

As Lee County’s steady recovery from the
recession continues, join three local real estate
experts who will provide insight into critical
questions about the local residential, land and
commercial real estate industries at The News-
Press Market Watch 2015: Focus on Real Estate
from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 24, at Har-
borside Event Center.

Tickets to the event are on sale, with individ-
ual tickets available for $65 for general admis-
sion single tickets, $565 for premium placement
reserved tables for eight and $695 for reserved
tables of 10. A cash bar will be available. Regis-
tration is available at 2015MarketWatch.com.

This year’s presenters are Denny Grimes,
residential real estate expert and president of
Denny Grimes & Co.; Randy Thibaut, land sales
and development expert and owner and founder
of Land Solutions Inc.; and Stan Stouder, CCIM,
commercial real estate expert and founding
partner with CRE Consultants. All attendees
will receive a comprehensive market data book-
let with detailed market statistical information.

Sponsorships are available for Market Watch
2015 and details on those are available at
2015MarketWatch.com. For additional inquiries,
email marketwatch@prioritymarketing.com or
call 267-2638. 

NEWSMAKERS
Foley joins physicians group

Sara Jo Foley has joined Physicians’ Primary
Care of Southwest Florida as an Advanced Reg-
istered Nurse Practitioner.

Foley will assist physicians in
the Lehigh Acres Pediatrics of-
fice at 5700 Lee Blvd. and the
Cape Coral Pediatrics office at
1261 Viscaya Parkway.

Prior to joining the physicians
group, Foley was a registered
nurse in the Intensive Care Unit
of Cape Coral Hospital. 

She is a graduate of Eastern
Kentucky University with a bach-

elor’s degree in nursing. She earned a master’s
degree in nursing, family nurse practitioner,
from FGCU. 

Berth vice president at London Bay

London Bay Homes has named Kevin J.
Berth vice president of the luxury homebuilding
company, with responsibility over estimating,
purchasing and accounting, including financial
reporting, forecasting and negotiation. 

With more than 20 years of experience in the
construction and finance industries, Berth pre-
viously served as chief financial officer and
operations manager for Florida’s largest resi-
dential homebuilder, contributing to the organi-
zation’s growth from 400 homes constructed
annually to more than 2,800.

Foley
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A67-acre tract at Inter-
state 75 and Daniels Park-
way — once part of the
empire of real estate hold-
ings controlled by real es-
tate agent Samir Cabrera
— is being auctioned off
with a minimum bid of
$10 million.

Daniels Parkway JV
Investment LLC, con-
trolled by Lee County eye
doctors Jonathan Frantz
and Alexander Eaton,
bought the property for
$17.6 million on June 29,
2007, from Samir Cabrera
Daniels View LLC.

Samir Cabrera Daniels
View LLC had purchased
the land June 9, 2006,
from STR & Associates
LLC, a company affiliated
wiht Cabrera, for
$18.9 million, hours after
STR bought it for
$12.3 million from a fam-
ily that had owned it for
years.

Now Daniels Parkway
JV Investment has re-
tained Chicago-based
NRC Realty & Capital Ad-
visors to sell the land.

NRC started to market
the property about two
weeks ago, company ex-
ecutive managing direc-
tor Evan Gladstone said
Tuesday. “We’ve had sev-
eral dozen inquiries al-
ready, that’s a pretty
healthy early response.”

The property is zoned
for office, retail and a ho-
tel and “there’s some flex-
ibility for a variety of

uses,” Gladstone said.
For example, it’s possi-

ble that a portion of the
property could be ap-
proved for multifamily
development, he said.
“That seems to be a real
hot sector right now.”

HQ potential
Randy Thibaut, owner

of Fort Myers-based Land
Solutions real estate bro-
kerage, said the property
“would be a great corpo-
rate headquarters,” and
noted that Hertz Global
Holdings is building a new
headquarters near U.S. 41
and Corkscrew Road, one
exit to the south.

“It’s not really suitable
for office right now be-
cause there’s such an

over-supply of office” in
Southwest Florida, he
said.

One issue the property
has faced since Cabrera
had it eight years ago is
that its accessibility
would be greatly en-
hanced if Three Oaks
Parkway is extended to
Daniels from the Airport
Canal north of Alico Road.

“If Three Oaks isn’t ex-
tended it’ll hold that prop-
erty back,” Thibaut said.

Lee County spokes-
woman Betsy Clayton
said the extension is pro-
jected to cost $55.9 mil-
lion “and some right-of-
way has been acquired. It
is shown in Lee County’s
Capital Improvement
Plan in the six-to-10-year
period.”

The property is
83.5 percent wetlands and
would require mitigation,
but a plan to do that has
been approved by the

South Florida Water Man-
agement District, NRC
says in a package of ma-
terials for interested buy-
ers.

There’s a deadline of
Feb. 24 to submit a bid.

Cabrera was never
charged in connection
with Daniels View, but
was convicted in 2009 of
federal fraud and money
laundering after he or-
chestrated two failed Fid-
dlesticks Boulevard land
deals in 2006 that cost in-
vestors $2.8 million.

He served six months
in prison before being re-
leased after a judge ruled
the jury had been improp-
erly instructed at his trial.

Connect with this reporter: @Dick-
Hogan (Twitter) or email dho-
gan@news-press.com
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A 65-acre piece of land near Interstate 75 and Daniels Parkway, owned by Daniels Parkway JV Investment LLC and controlled by
eye doctors Jonathan Frantz and Alexander Eaton, is being auctioned off. The property has a sign advertising Frantz’s business.

I-75/Andrews Parkway
acreage up for auction
By Dick Hogan
dhogan@news-press.com
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A 65-acre piece of land near Daniels Parkway and Interstate 75
is being auctioned off. The deadline for bids is Feb. 24.

LAND AUCTION
Register to bid at the auction
of the Daniels View property:
www.nrc.com/1501


