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In brief

Great Big Community
Involvement Fair upcoming

The Bonita Springs Estero
Economic Development Council
(BSEEDC) and the area’s largest
employers will hold the Great Big
Community Involvement Fair
from 4 to 7 p.m. on Wednesday,
April 26 at the SWFL Performing
Arts Center on Bonita Beach
Road. The fair is free and individ-
uals can register online for imme-
diate entry to the event and the
chance to win door prizes.

The Great Big Community
Involvement Fair is a BSEEDC
initiative developed with and
supported by Southwest Florida’s
largest employers — including
Arthrex Inc., Chico’s FAS Inc.,
Collier County Public Schools,
Gartner, Hertz, Lee County
School District, Lee Health, NCH
Healthcare System and Physi-
cians Regional Healthcare Sys-
tem — to increase workforce
retention.

Display tables are now avail-
able for special interest groups,
health and wellness organizations,
churches and religious groups,
sports teams and facilities, arts
and cultural centers, and social
service agencies. Groups interest-
ed in reserving a table at this
event should contact the BSEEDC
at 239-333-2332. Individuals can
register to attend online at bon-
itaspringsedc.com/events.

Atilus boosts staff

Atilus, a digital design and
online marketing company head-
quartered in Bonita Springs, re-
cently hired Valerie Baker and
Ryan Shawgo.

Baker is a client services and
digital marketing specialist. In
her new role, she will assist cli-
ents with websites and digital
marketing by managing devel-
opers, designers, writers and
programmers and has a strong
background in managing digital
marketing campaigns.

Shawgo, a seasoned designer,
will be supplementing the ex-
panding team by producing web-
sites and graphics for Atilus’ local
and national clients.

For more information, visit
atilus.com or call 888-928-4587.

Newsmakers

Six PPC physicians
recognized as top doctors

Six physicians with Physicians’
Primary Care of Southwest Flori-
da have been named “Top Doc-
tors” by Castle Connolly Medical
Ltd. in New York. 

Family Medicine physician
Charles Curtis, M.D., Pediatrician
Georgia Rocha-Rodriguez, M.D.,
and Obstetrician/Gynecologists
Paul Joslyn, M.D., Blaise Kovaz,
M.D., Sarah Krauss, M.D., and
Mary Yankaskas, M.D. will be
featured in the June issue of Gulf-
shore Life magazine. It’s the 12th
consecutive year that Dr. Yankas-
kas has been recognized as a Top
Doctor. Dr. Curtis, Dr. Joslyn and
Dr. Kovaz are repeat winners 

See Briefs, Page 2D
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We want your news
Send news and photos to busi-

ness@news-press.com

Missing your stock?
If you don't see your stock or

mutual fund listed, send an email
to business@news-press.com or
call 335-0352.

ALSO INSIDE: CLASSIFIEDS » 8D

Southwest Florida has no shortage of entrepreneurs work-
ing smartly, collaboratively and passionately to bring their
products and services to market.

That was one message heard at VenturePitch SWFL, held
for the first time in Charlotte County.

Christopher Beach won the top prize — a $25,000 equity in-
vestment in his Cape Coral startup business called Booqsmart.
Thursday night’s event was the fifth VenturePitch SWFL held
over the past few years, but the first one to put investment
stakes and real money on the line.

Booqsmart, billed as the “Priceline” of education, serves the
$1 trillion job and career training industry. It provides the
course-taker access to classroom seats through last-minute
deals at discounts up to 60 percent, while giving the course pro-
vider a booking platform that allows it to gain audience.

“This was huge,” Beach said afterward. “I think it went real-
ly well with the presentation, but I knew I was up against a chal-
lenge with the others who had tangible products.”

While Beach won first prize, another presenter at the
“Shark Tank” style event at Isles Yacht Club in Punta Gorda
went home just as happy. Keith Grant of North Port-based
Frontline Equipment Technologies won the other two prizes —
the local host award (a $25,000 equity investment) and the
sponsor award ($5,000 in cash).

Frontline offers a tool that can be used to fight fires where

accessibility is an issue. It can also be used for water jetting
needs for dock, deck and boat lift installations. Another tool, a
flexible wire saw, is used by contractors in tight spaces in pool,
well, electrical, HVAC and irrigation applications.

“Plumbers, electricians, HVAC, all these guys love this
thing,” Grant said.

All told, four judges heard five 10-minute presentations and
engaged in a 10-minute Q&A with each startup. The others
were Green Leaf International LLC, Island Rescue Ltd. and
Morgan Manufacturing, a Fort Myers-based business. SCORE,
which offers free advice to small businesses, selected these
five startups from an applicant pool of 25 using a scoring sys-
tem and then interviewing the seven that stood out.

ENTREPRENEURS 

PHOTOS BY CASEY LOGAN / THE NEWS-PRESS

Christopher Beach, left, founder and CEO of Cape-Coral based Booqsmart, is announced as the winner of the VenturePitch SWFL event in Punta
Gorda. Bud Stoddard, right, made the announcement, as other presenters looked on.

CAPE STARTUP WINS
$25K INVESTMENT
Booqsmart takes home top
prize at VenturePitch SWFL 

Christopher Beach, founder and CEO of Cape Coral-based Booqsmart,
makes his presentation Thursday at VenturePitch SWFL..

CASEY LOGAN
CLOGAN@NEWS-PRESS.COM

See VenturePitch, Page 2D

A federal judge in San Diego on Fri-
day approved an agreement under
which President Donald Trump will pay
$25 million to settle long-simmering law-
suits over his now-defunct Trump Uni-
versity.

The decision ends nearly seven years
of legal battles with customers who
claimed they were misled by failed
promises to learn Trump’s secrets of real
estate success.

The ruling by U.S. District Judge
Gonzalo Curiel in San Diego settles two
class-action lawsuits and a civil lawsuit
by New York.

Even before last year’s presidential
campaign, Trump vowed never to settle
but changed his position after the elec-
tion, saying he did not have time for a

trial. Under terms of the settlement, he
admits no wrongdoing.

In a statement, New York Attorney
General Eric Schneiderman said the set-
tlement will provide relief and “hopeful-

ly much-needed closure” to the “victims
of Donald Trump’s fraudulent univer-
sity.”

He said the plaintiffs “waited years
for compensation while President
Trump refused to settle and fought us ev-
ery step of the way — until his stunning
reversal last fall.”

The lawsuits alleged Trump Univer-
sity offered seminars that were more
like infomercials, pressuring customers
to spend more and, in the end, failing to
deliver.

The settlement, which affected about
6,000 former Trump University stu-
dents, included a $1 million penalty paid
to New York state for violating its educa-
tion laws — the program called itself a
“university” despite offering no degrees
or traditional education.

Curiel approved a preliminary settle-

EDUCATION

Federal judge approves $25 million
settlement in Trump University lawsuits
DOUG STANGLIN AND NICK
PENZENSTADLER
USA TODAY

KELLY JORDAN/USA TODAY

Sherri Simpson holds up a book of class
materials she received when she started the
Trump University program. 

See Lawsuit, Page 2D
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from 2013-2016. Dr. Krauss and Dr. Rocha-
Rodriguez were honored for the first time
last year.

Physicians’ Primary Care of Southwest
Florida, a physician-owned and operated
medical practice, was formed in 1996 by
many long practicing local physicians and
has grown to become the largest indepen-
dent multi-specialty primary care practice
in Southwest Florida.

Medical specialties include family
practice, internal medicine, obstetrics,
gynecology, and pediatrics. PPC’s offices
are conveniently located in Fort Myers,
Cape Coral and Lehigh Acres.

BSU announces members
elected to board of directors

Bonita Springs Utilities Inc. members
elected Paul J. Attwood, Ben Nelson, Brian
Farrar, Vincent Marchesani and Frank W.

Liles, Jr. to its board of
directors. Election Monitor
Jim Kerr announced the
results during the utility’s
annual meeting.

BSU members elect
three fellow members each
year for a three-year term
on the utility’s nine-mem-
ber board of directors. Due
to two director vacancies
in 2016, there was an addi-
tional two-year term and
one-year term to fill this
year. Ten candidates ran
for the five open board
seats.

BSU mailed 24,252
ballots, and volunteers
from the League of Women
Voters of Lee County
counted 3,979 valid re-
turned ballots. Elected to
three-year terms, Attwood
received 2,555 votes, Nel-
son received 2,274 votes
and Farrar received 2,134
votes. Elected to the two-
year term, Marchesani
received 1,933 votes. Liles
received 1,872 votes and
was elected to the one-year
term.

Attwood has served on
the board since 2001, in-
cluding past terms as vice
president and secretary.
He recently retired from
the oil and gas regulatory
section of the Florida De-
partment of Environmental
Protection as a profession-
al geologist.

A Bonita Springs resi-
dent since 1960, Nelson
previously served on the
board from 1990 to 2001
and rejoined in 2016. He
has served previous terms
as president and vice presi-

dent. He served for 16 years on the Bonita
Springs City Council, including two terms
as mayor, and has owned/operated Nelson
Marine Construction for 35 years. Nelson
is a longtime supporter and executive
committee member of the CREW Land &
Water Trust and has served as chairman
for three years.

Farrar joined the board in 2016 and is
president/managing member of BCF Man-
agement Group LLC. He is currently sec-
retary/treasurer of the Lee County Mos-
quito Control District board of commis-
sioners and vice-chair of the CREW Land
& Water Trust board of directors.

Marchesani, a Bonita Springs resident
since 2006, is a retired vice president of a
global chemical company. He has a Ph.D.
in environmental, health and safety man-
agement, a master’s degree in environ-
mental science and bachelor’s degree in
biological sciences and biochemistry. He is
an active member of the City of Bonita
Springs Technical Advisory Board.

A Bonita Springs resident, Liles has
served on the BSU board since 1986, in-
cluding terms as vice president, secretary
and treasurer. He is a Rotarian and Bonita
Springs Zoning Board member, and served
for more than 20 years as a Bonita Springs
Fire Control & Rescue District commis-
sioner.

Other board members are Robert Bach-
man, Mike Malloy, Robert Sharkey and
James Strecansky. The board of directors
hold a public meeting at 5 p.m. on the first
and third Tuesdays of each month. In addi-
tion, each board member serves on various
subcommittees and work groups.

Bonita Springs Utilities Inc. is a not-for-
profit water and wastewater utility found-
ed by local citizens in 1970. The member-
owned utility provides service in the City
of Bonita Springs, the Village of Estero and
unincorporated South Lee County. The
utility is recognized as an industry leader
with awards from the Florida Department
of Environmental Protection, American
Water Works Association, Florida Water
and Pollution Control Operators Associa-
tion, and Florida Water Environment Asso-
ciation. For more information, visit the
BSU website at BSU.us.
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Monday

Institute for Supply Management
releases its manufacturing index for
March.

Commerce Department releases
construction spending for February.

Automakers release vehicle sales
for March.

Tuesday 

Commerce Department releases
international trade data for February.

Commerce Department releases

factory orders for February.

Wednesday 

Institute for Supply Management
releases its service sector index for
March.

Federal Reserve releases minutes
from March interest-rate meeting.

Thursday 

Labor Department releases weekly
jobless claims.

Freddie Mac, the mortgage compa-

ny, releases weekly mortgage rates.,
10 a.m.

Friday 

Labor Department releases employ-
ment data for March. 

Commerce Department releases
wholesale trade inventories for Febru-
ary.

Federal Reserve releases consumer
credit data for February.

The week ahead

Green Leaf International, which fo-
cuses on extracting botanical oils from
plants, is working to sell its GLI 1000
machine to licensed growers of canna-
bis throughout the country. The ma-
chine, which retails for $25,000, uses
ethanol extraction — billed as cheaper,
faster and safer than other devices.

Island Rescue is a critical care air
ambulance operation that serves the
Caribbean. It retrieves critically ill and
injured patients and returns them home
for care. It primarily relies on insur-
ance contracts and government con-
tracts as revenue streams.

Jesse Morgan of Morgan Manufac-
turing developed an extractor safety
tool, which allows motorists to break
the glass of a vehicle in the event of an
emergency. Morgan should know. In
2005, he was driving home to Lee Coun-
ty from Arcadia when his Jeep Chero-
kee was hit head-on by a drunk driver.
The vehicle rolled and caught fire, with
him upside down, his seatbelt stuck and
the door and window jammed. Luckily
for him, a family stopped, broke his win-
dow, cut his seatbelt and got him out.

“This tool is going to save people’s
lives and I’m going to be very proud of
that,” he said.

The five startups were evaluated us-
ing criteria such as how well they solve
a problem or need, competitive advan-
tage, opportunity size, as well as strate-
gy and execution.

Tim Cartwright, chairman of Tamia-
mi Angel Funds and Adrenaline Ven-
ture Fund, served as the program’s

moderator. The private investment
funds have invested millions in South-
west Florida startups.

“Can you believe the diversity of in-
dustries and companies here?” he asked
the audience toward the end of the eve-
ning.

The VenturePitch events provide a
forum to share the startup ecosystem
with the community. Kitson & Partners
(Babcock Ranch) was the event’s title
sponsor, while Sun Newspapers played
a key role in attracting the event to
Charlotte by putting up prize money.

The next such event is scheduled to
occur next March at The Hatchery at
Babcock Ranch. It will house entrepre-

neurs in the technology-advanced solar-
powered city being built mostly in Char-
lotte County, extending into Lee County.

Events like these amplify the mes-
sage that opportunities exist in South-
west Florida, and that sharp-minded
people don’t need to leave the region to
thrive.

“We want young people to hear this
message,” said David Dunn-Rankin,
CEO of Sun Coast Media Group. “Let’s
keep entrepreneurship here.”

Connect with this reporter: email clo-
gan@news-press.com and follow on
Twitter @caseylo

CASEY LOGAN/THE NEWS-PRESS

Keith Grant of North Port-based Frontline Equipment Technologies won two prizes — the
local host award (a $25,000 equity investment) and the sponsor award ($5,000 in cash). David
Dunn-Rankin, CEO of Sun Coast Media Group, presents one of the awards. Christopher Beach
of Booqsmart, far left, won first place at the event.

VenturePitch
Continued from Page 1D

ment in December, and attorneys in the
case predicted the former students
would get at least 80 percent of their
money back, based on the roughly 3,730
claims submitted, the Associated Press
reported.

Curiel considered a last-ditch effort
by a Florida litigant, Sherri Simpson,
that could have derailed the settlement
effort. Simpson’s attorneys filed mo-
tions in court this week claiming she
was confused by the initial class-action
notifications. She sought to preserve
her rights to pursue treble and punitive
damages against Trump separately
from the class action.

As part of Friday’s ruling, Simpson
will likely receive about $15,000. She

purchased the extended “elite” level
program through Trump University for
$35,000 to be paired with a mentor who
would teach Trump’s secret real estate
investment strategies.

Simpson said she relied on Trump’s
own words throughout the fall, quoting
him saying that he would never settle
the “case I could have settled very easi-
ly, but I don’t settle cases very easily
when I’m right. ... I don’t settle cases. I
don’t do it because that’s why I don’t get
sued very often, because I don’t settle,
unlike a lot of other people.”

Simpson said she and a partner got
little for the tuition money — the videos
were 5 years old, the materials covered
information that could be found for free
on the internet, and her mentor didn’t
return calls or emails.

“I would like an admission that he
was wrong, an admission that, ‘Oops,
maybe I didn’t handle it as well as I
should have, I didn’t set it up as well as I

should have, that I didn’t maintain it or
oversee it as well as I should have,’ ”
Simpson told AP this week. During the
election, she appeared in two anti-
Trump campaign ads.

Attorneys for both Trump and the
plaintiffs have said the deadline to opt
out passed in November 2015. Thirteen
people opted out before that date, and
none has shown a desire to sue the presi-
dent. Another customer, Harold Doe,
objected to the settlement because he
wants more money, according to court
filings by attorneys for Trump and the
plaintiffs.

The lawsuit dogged Trump during
the campaign, and the GOP nominee
seemed to make the matter worse at
times by attacking Curiel. Trump sug-
gested that the judge’s Mexican heri-
tage exposed a bias, since Trump cam-
paigned on building a wall between the
U.S. and Mexico. Curiel was born in In-
diana.

Lawsuit
Continued from Page 1D

Getting a traffic ticket can be a real
pain.

However, a new option to the time
and effort of handling a ticket has
emerged in south Florida.

TIKD, a tech startup, is simplifying
the process for drivers that receive
traffic citations. 

TIKD is a new web app that helps
drivers get rid of their traffic tickets
straight from their phones and in two
minutes or less. 

“It’s a true innovation and creates a
completely new way to get rid of your
traffic tickets, without creating more
hassle in your life,” founder and CEO
Chris Riley said. “With TIKD you don’t
have to choose between saving money
and saving time, you can do both.”

Users upload a photo of their ticket
to the site and pay the amount present-
ed to them. They can save up to 20 per-
cent off the original amount and are
guaranteed zero points on their license,
or their money back.

The TIKD motto says it all: “Snap it.
Pay it. Forget it.”

“TIKD saves (people) money off
their fine upfront guaranteed and, to
the extent that they end up with no
points, it saves their insurance costs
from going up,” Riley said.

TIKD is beginning to expand its out-
reach from the South Florida area. The
company recently began providing ser-
vice to the Orlando/Central Florida area
and will continue a national rollout
throughout 2017.

Those who are interested can access
the web app by navigating directly to
the web site www.tikd.com, bypassing
the step of downloading another app to
their phones.

Here’s how it works.
After you upload your ticket, TIKD

uses your fee to hire a lawyer. That law-
yer takes it to traffic court. If you win,
good for the company. If you lose, TIKD
pays your fines and you are on the hook
for nothing. And as stated earlier, if you
get points on your license, Riley says
he’ll refund your money. He can afford
to do so because he says the numbers
are on his side.

“The data told us that most traffic
tickets that are challenged are dis-
missed, yet only about five percent of

people nationally choose to fight,” he
said. “The reason is that the process is
time consuming and filled with random-
ness. In fact, about 60 percent of traffic
ticket challenges are decided on factors
that are essentially random and have
nothing to do with the merits of your in-
dividual case.”

For those wondering, TIKD only
helps with tickets for infractions like
speeding or running a stop sign or red
light. Cases with alcohol, minors, exces-
sive speeding or an accident with death
or serious injury will not be handled by
TIKD. 

Deputy Allen Cowart of the Brevard
County Sheriff’s Office says in his expe-
rience, few of his tickets have been
challenged.

“I’ve only ever had one driver try to
fight a ticket that I issued. It was for
running a red light and the lady never
even showed up to court,” Cowart said.
“I guess she figured she wouldn’t win.”

So far, the feedback Riley has re-
ceived has been positive.

Riley and his team will continue ex-
panding into new markets with their so-
lution for drivers that receive tickets.

TECHNOLOGY

New app let’s you handle traffic tickets
ALEXANDRA MENYHART
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA


