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New SEC rule shows: 9 CEOs paid 800
times more than their workers » 4B

In Brief

MJRDB Architecture selected 
for building face-lift

MJRDB Architecture has been se-
lected to provide architectural services
for 6901 Alico Road existing building
facade improvements. Work includes
removing existing dilapidated canopy,
fenestration, and building skin to pro-
vide a new contemporary facade with
stucco, energy-efficient storefront, and
new cantilevered awnings and sun-
shades. Advanced Property Solutions is
the general contractor. 

MJRDB Architecture provides ar-
chitectural services for the commercial
and residential markets, including new
construction and renovations of office,
retail, restaurants, hospitality, automo-
tive dealerships, churches, industrial
facilities, and single and multifamily
projects. 

Above Board Chamber presents
‘Best of the Best’ panels

Above Board Chamber of Florida is
proud to bring back popular topics and
panelists in its annual “Best of the
Best” roundup from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Monday at the Hilton Naples, 5111 Ta-
miami Trail N. in Naples and Aug. 13 at
Harborside Event Center, 1375 Monroe
St., Fort Myers.

Each August, the Above Board
Chamber of Florida invites members
and guests back to learn more from
their favorite panelists and topics. At-
tendees are encouraged to ask ques-
tions and join in on the roundtable dis-
cussions of their choice. The meetings
include a plated lunch.

For the Naples lunch meeting, regis-
tration is $28 for members, $33 for
guests. For the Fort Myers lunch meet-
ing, registration is $29 for members,
$32 for guests. 

For information, visit aboveboard-
chamber.com or call 910-7426.

Newsmakers
Shannon O’Hara joins
Physicians Primary Care

Dr. Shannon O’Hara
has joined Physicians’
Primary Care of South-
west Florida as an obste-
trician/gynecologist. 

O’Hara will see pa-
tients at the Lehigh
Acres obstetrics and
gynecology office at
5700 Lee Blvd. and at the

Cape Coral obstetrics and gynecology
office at 1265 Viscaya Parkway. She is
accepting new patients.

O’Hara earned her medical degree
from the University of Miami School of
Medicine. This was followed by a resi-
dency in obstetrics and gynecology at
the University of South Florida in Tam-
pa.

Jerry Stender to lead Summit’s
Southwest Florida operations

Summit Broadband, a provider of
phone, Internet and cable TV services
for residential and commercial custom-

ers, has hired cable in-
dustry veteran Jerry
Stender to oversee the
company’s network oper-
ations and expansion in
Southwest Florida. 

Stender has 30 years
of experience in tech-
nical and leadership
roles in the cable indus-

try and most recently led technical
operations at Cable One in Northeast
Mississippi.

Stender attended Marshall Univer-
sity and is based in Summit Broad-
band’s Bonita Springs headquarters.

O’Hara

Stender
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The back-to-school shopping season has arrived, and local
families are watching every dollar spent outfitting their chil-
dren with the latest fashion trends and school supplies.

But parents — as well as the public — will soon catch a
10-day reprieve with the return of Florida’s sales tax-free
holiday.

Starting Friday morning, shoppers can take advantage of
purchasing certain items, such as clothes, shoes, school sup-
plies and computers, without worrying about paying the
state’s 6 percent sales tax.

“We’re hopefully stocked up,” joked Bob Snyderman, co-
owner of Snyderman Shoes, 1900 Trailwinds Drive, Fort My-
ers.

“Tax-free,” he added, “is always a very busy time.”
That’s because the statewide tax break applies to articles

of clothing, including shoes, and most accessories priced at
$100 or less, as well as school supplies ringing up at the regis-
ter for $15 or less a piece.

Also, consumers can pick up a new home computer and
certain computer accessories, such as thumb drives, mo-
dems and printers, without worrying about sales tax on the
first $750 of the item’s sale price.

Considering this is the first time since 2007 the holiday has
encompassed a 10-day period, local stores are stocked and
ready for bargain hunters.

To handle the additional foot traffic at Snyderman Shoes,
the family business has brought on a new salesperson, and
will be adding Sunday hours, when the store is normally
closed. On Aug. 9 and Aug. 16, customers can shop from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m.

“We look forward to it,” Snyderman said. “Kids. Seniors.
Everyone likes a tax holiday.”

Mandy York, marketing director for the Gulf Coast Town
Center, agreed.

“Any time there is going to be a tax-free event, it generates
traffic,” she said. “With it being 10 days, more people are go-
ing to be taking advantage of it.”

To keep the customers coming, the center’s boutique and
department stores will offer discounts and deals throughout
the 10-day tax holiday.

“It’s a savings for families who are spending money on
back-to-school, especially those with children of different
ages,” York said.

And those taxes can add up quickly.
A national consumer survey indicates the average Amer-

ican family is expected to pay $630 this year on back-to-
school shopping.

This includes nearly $98 on school supplies, the second-
highest amount families have spent on classroom tools since

the recession, reports the National Retail Federation in its
back-to-school trend report.

Procrastination in back-to-school shopping is also on the
rise.

Thirty percent of parents surveyed said they are waiting
until a week or two before school starts to head to the store for
their children’s back-to-school needs, up last year from 25
percent.

While this may be the case for public school parents, who
won’t be sending their children back to Lee County class-
rooms until Aug. 24, many of the area private schools head
back Monday. This means most private school parents have
already snapped up summertime deals on paper, pencils,
shoes and uniforms.

Restrictions do apply to the tax-free holiday, which takes
effect at 12:01a.m. Friday and runs through 11:59 p.m. Aug. 16. 
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Eric Bahamonde collects crayons during the Back-to-School Supply Giveaway and Festival in 2012 at the Harborside Event Center in Fort
Myers. 

BACK TO SCHOOL

Local stores ready
for tax-free holiday
PAMELA STAIK
PSTAIK@NEWS-PRESS.COM

Know before you go
The 10-day, tax-free holiday will give shoppers a break from paying
Florida’s 6 percent sales tax, but shoppers should be aware of a few
exceptions before they head to the register or click the “buy now”
button online.
In terms of clothing, shoes and some accessories, only items priced at
$100 or less will ring up without sales tax. The same goes for school
supplies priced at $15 per item or less.
While you can purchase a dress, hat, insoles and receiving blankets
without tax, don’t expect the same treatment for clothing repair
items, like buttons and zippers, or the likes of bowling shoes and crib
blankets.
And parents of young athletes should watch out for athletic gloves.
While you can purchase dress, garden and work gloves without tax,
those used for baseball, biking, hockey and golf are not covered by
the law.
The first $750 of home computers and certain computer-related
accessories will be covered by the law. Although this means people
can escape tax on laptop batteries, portable hard drives, scanners and
electronic book readers, items such copy machines, computer bags
and generic batteries will still carry tax.
Another surprise in the law comes from certain accessories, such as
handbags, backpacks and purses. These items are covered under the
no-tax law, but briefcases, suitcases, garment bags and computer
bags will continue to be taxed.
The final warning: The tax-free holiday does not cover items sold in
theme parks, entertainment complexes, public lodging sites and
airports. 
For more information, check out the documents on the Florida De-
partment of Revenue’s website, dor.myflorida.com.

— Compiled by Pamela Staik, pstaik@news-press.com


