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Myles Levy is as adorable a kid
as you’d ever want to see.

His natural cuteness, bright eyes
and ubiquitous smile will be on full
display Saturday when his photo
and those of more than 500 other
children with Down syndrome
flash across the Jumbotron in
Times Square in New York City as
part of Down Syndrome Awareness
Month.

The Lehigh Acres 1-year-old, the
son of single mom Maddie Levy, 21,
was among more than 2,000 sub-
missions to the National Down
Syndrome Society vying to be part
of the organization’s Times Square
Video.

“Overall, we’ve been super
lucky,” said Myles’ grandmother,
Lisa Levy, “He’s just the sweetest
thing.”

The Times Square Video presen-
tation at 9:30 a.m. Saturday kicks
off Down Syndrome Awareness
Month during the NDSS New York
City Buddy Walk. 

Sara Goldberg, a society repre-
sentative, said the featured photo-
graphs highlight children, teens
and adults with Down syndrome
working, playing and learning
alongside friends and family. The
collective images promote accep-
tance and inclusion, which is the
foundation of NDSS and the Na-
tional Buddy Walk Program.

“The Times Square Video pres-
entation is part of our annual New
York City Buddy Walk (this year

taking place virtually), which is one
of hundreds of Buddy Walk events
that take place across the country,”
Goldberg said.

As yet, there is no such event in
Southwest Florida, something
Myles’ mom would like to change. A
similar event, sponsored by Best
Buddies, is planning its third
Friendship Walk planned for April
17.

That Myles is loved and nur-
tured to the max is no secret at the
Levy household. Maddie and her
parents have the little boy in their
focus day and night.

“Myles brought us all closer and
made us better,” Lisa Levy said.

For every step he makes pro-
gress on, such as sleeping through 

Myles, the son of Maddie Levy, plays with his new drum set at their Lehigh Acres home on Monday. Myles
just turned 1 and is one of 500 kids with Down syndrome being featured in the National Down Syndrome
Society 2020 Times Square Video. AMANDA INSCORE/THE NEWS-PRESS USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

Lehigh Acres toddler on
big Times Square screen
Michael Braun
Fort Myers News-Press

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See MYLES, Page 4A

LAKELAND — After 22 years of de-
cline, Florida’s commercial citrus acre-
age shows few signs of hitting bottom.

The state’s citrus acreage declined
another 3% to 419,452 acres, or 11,149
fewer acres than a year ago, according to
the recently released annual survey
from the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture. Growers planted 7,885 acres of
new citrus groves over the year, but that
did not keep pace with 19,034 acres lost
since 2019.

Commercial citrus acreage is the low-
est in Florida since 1966, when the USDA
adopted its current survey method, the
report said.

In another report recapping the 2019-
20 season, production of oranges,
grapefruit, tangerines and tangelos fell
5% to 73.17 million boxes from 77.35 mil-
lion boxes the previous season. The to-
tal crop value plunged 19% to $726.7
million from $902.4 million in 2018-19.

“The USDA reports certainly reflect
the devastation greening has had on the
industry,” said Mike Sparks, chief exec-
utive of Florida Citrus Mutual in Bartow,
the growers’ trade group. “As we get into
the new year, there is some reason for
optimism. A year ago, growers were ask-
ing, ‘Why are we still in this?’ That ques-

tion is off the table now.”
Greening is a fatal bacterial disease

that appeared in Florida in the fall of
2005. Florida citrus officials attribute
the state’s citrus declines since then pri-
marily to the disease.

Sparks and Tom Spreen, a retired
University of Florida agricultural econo-
mist and authority on the citrus indus-
try, reported that farm prices have risen
substantially from the historic lows in
2019-20 while the market for Florida or-
ange juice, the state’s biggest citrus
commodity, has also improved dramat-
ically because of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic.

Oranges lead acreage decline

According to the census report, or-
anges accounted for almost all the total
at 382,393 acres, a 2.6% decline over the
year and down 42% since 1998, the last
survey to show acreage increases.

About 95% of Florida’s annual orange
crop goes to juice.

Florida had 22,453 acres of grapefruit
groves, off 11.4% from last year and a six-
fold decline from 132,817 grapefruit
acres in 1998. Tangerine and tangelo
acreage increased 13% over the year to
14,606 acres, but that’s still a nearly
four-fold decline from 54,053 acres in
1998.

The number of citrus trees declined
at a smaller rate, down 1.3% to almost
60.6 million trees from nearly 61.4 mil-
lion trees in 2019.

The smaller tree declines reflect the
denser plantings for new groves. In the
recent past, growers planted 120 to 140
trees per acre, but most new groves have
more than 200 trees per acre.

“Overall the tree count and acreage
numbers paint a pessimistic picture of
the Florida citrus industry,” said Kristen
Carlson, executive director of the Citrus
Research and Field Trial Foundation
Inc., or CRAFT, a program under the
Florida Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services to incentivize plant-

ing new citrus groves.
Carlson also expressed some opti-

mism for the future of Florida citrus.
“Even though the tree census statis-

tics look bad for the industry, there are
factors in play that promise Florida
growers can be profitable, albeit in a
smaller industry,” she said.

The CRAFT program is one such
hopeful sprout, Carlson said. In its first
year, it spent $2.3 million to subsidize
planting 1,923 new citrus acres, or about
a quarter of the new plantings reported
by the USDA.

The program pays growers $3,400
per acre to plant a new grove, about half
the planting and caretaking costs for the
first two years, she said. In return, grow-
ers agree to participate in various field
trials testing new caretaking methods
and citrus tree varieties.

But Carlson acknowledged the
CRAFT program alone won’t revive Flor-
ida citrus. 

The industry needs private invest-
ments from growers and juice proces-
sors to reverse the declining tree and
acreage trends, she said.

Polk remains in No. 2 spot

For the second consecutive year, Polk
County fell from its traditional place as 

USDA report: Florida citrus acreage still in decline
Kevin Bouffard
Lakeland Ledger

USA TODAY NETWORK

Sparks Spreen

Did You Know?
The Florida citrus industry saw acreage
decline 3% in 2019-20, continuing a
22-year decline. The crop value
plummeted 19% to $726.7 million.

See CITRUS, Page 6A

Fort Myers officials went on the of-
fensive Tuesday in an effort to counter
claims that bacteria, including fecal ma-
terial, is flowing from the Billy’s Creek
watershed to the Caloosahatchee River.

Late last spring, Calusa Waterkeeper
released the results of testing that
claimed high levels of fecal bacteria in
Billy’s Creek.

“The contamination is extraordinari-
ly high, it’s terrible,” Calusa Waterkeep-
er John Cassani said. “It’s terrible.”

In a nearly two-hour presentation
Tuesday consultants for the city praised
efforts that have been made to improve
water quality in the area of Billy’s Creek
and to make sure it is tested. 

“The city exceeds testing and moni-
toring requirements whenever it is re-
quired,” said City Manager Saeed Kaze-
mi, an engineer. 

“Over the past six years, the city has
spent more than $10 billion on rehabili-
tation projects throughout Billy’s
Creek,” Kazemi said. “It is just kind of
unfortunate that some individuals
think that just because our wastewater
facility is near the creek, that’s the
source of pollution, and that’s simply
not the case.”

Eric Howard, of Johnson Engineer-
ing, one of the city’s consultants on wa-
ter quality issues, told the council work-
shop that filter marshes at Ford Street
and at Billy Creek filter water before it
makes it to the creek and then to the riv-
er. 

Other consultants explained that the
five-stage process used by the city
wastewater treatment plant at Billy’s
Creek is better than water treated in
other parts of the country.

Council member Fred Burson said
complaints that pollutants are dis-
charged into the river through Billy’s
Creek are not reflected in the testing
done for the city.

“Since we have been reporting this
information on a monthly basis and fol-
lowing it up on a monthly basis all of the
data has been acceptable,” Burson said. 

Cassani said the city’s consultants
ignore other potential sources of fecal
contamination, most notably the possi-
bility that leaky underground sewer
pipes could be leaking.

“The state has determined that the
creek is a net contributor to pollutants
in the river not the other way around,”
Cassani said in a telephone interview
after the council meeting. “What they
didn’t say was probably as important as
what they did say.” 

Water quality
advocate’s
claims
disputed by
Fort Myers
Bill Smith
Fort Myers News-Press

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA
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drome, change the delivery diagnosis
from doctors and caregivers, provide
realistic expectations of raising a child
with Down syndromes and offer accu-
rate resources.

She has an Instagram page,
Myles_Message19, with 3,000 follow-
ers, and a Facebook page, through
which she is trying to build up support
for the nonprofit group.

For the time being Maddie Levy has
had to step back from her HealthPark
daycare job due to a low-white-blood-
cell count issue with Myles.

“I didn’t want to put him at risk,” she
said. She has hopes to go back to the job
eventually.

She also recently graduated with an
associates degree from Florida South-
western University and plans to get an
education degree, possibly special edu-
cation, at FGCU.

But, for now, Myles is Maddie Levy’s
world and she plans to make sure his
walk through it isn’t fraught with prob-
lems.

“The moment Myles was born and
they put him on my chest I felt like I
could take a deep breath and he was
mine and nobody could tell me anything
else,” she said.

Sitting at their home, Myles is a busy
little boy, playing with a small, electron-
ic drum set, focusing on anything new
and intriguing around him and general-
ly acting as, well, a 1-year-old baby boy
— snips and snails and puppy-dog tails.

What is Down syndrome?

In every cell in the human body there

the night or hitting age-appropriate
functions, his mom makes a note. She
calls those advances his “Mylestones.”

“He’s doing great,” Maddie Levy add-
ed. “He’s sitting. He can’t crawl yet but
you put him down and he gets around.
He rolls and scoots backwards. He’s
very chill.”

Myles goes to several therapies twice
a week and takes part in a water safety
lesson.

“He loves the pool,” his mom said.
“He doesn’t necessarily love the les-
sons.”

Maddie Levy’s introduction to her
son was not something she feels the
mother of a child with Down syndrome
should have to experience and hopes
creating a local nonprofit — she’s calling
it “Myles Message” — will provide re-
sources and help for parents like her.

“I want to do something for other
moms,” she said, “so they have a shoul-
der to lean on.”

Maddie Levy was on her first day on
the job at the daycare center in Health-
park Medical Center when she got a call
about her pregnancy.

“They told me he was a boy and he
had Trisomy 21, at the same time,” she
said. “I had no idea what that was.”

Her mother added: “She called me in
tears.”

Maddie Levy said she knew abso-
lutely nothing about Trisomy 21, which
is one of three versions of the chromo-
some-based Down syndrome.

“I never had anything in life that
would connect me to that. It was just the
fear of the unknown. ‘Oh, my gosh, what
is wrong with my baby’,” she said. “I
really thought they were calling me with
a death sentence.”

Her mom said her daughter was
made to feel as if something was wrong.
Maddie Levy said she was constantly
asked if she wanted to terminate her
pregnancy.

“It was never an issue. There’s noth-
ing that was going to change my mind,”
she stresses. “Just because our babies
have an extra chromosome doesn’t

mean their lives aren’t worth living.”
Maddie Levy said her experience at

first was very negative and it’s that
mindset she would like change. She
hopes creating Myles Message will be
the venue.

She is grateful for the dedication of
her own pediatrician, Dr. Angela d’Ales-
sandro, who is now Myles’ doctor.

“She was very supportive,” Lisa Levy
said, adding that Dr. d’Alessandro gave
her daughter the right words of encour-
agement during the pregnancy.

Maddie Levy sees Myles Message as
helping form a community around fam-
ilies with a child who has Down syn-

is a nucleus, where genetic material is
stored in genes. Genes carry the codes
responsible for all of our inherited traits
and are grouped along rod-like struc-
tures called chromosomes. Typically,
the nucleus of each cell contains 23
pairs of chromosomes, half of which are
inherited from each parent. Down syn-
drome occurs when an individual has a
full or partial extra copy of chromosome
21.

This additional genetic material al-
ters the course of development and
causes the characteristics associated
with Down syndrome. A few of the com-
mon physical traits of Down syndrome
are low muscle tone, small stature, an
upward slant to the eyes, and a single
deep crease across the center of the
palm — although each person with
Down syndrome is a unique individual
and may possess these characteristics
to different degrees, or not at all.

What causes Down syndrome?

Regardless of the type of Down syn-
drome a person may have (there are
three main types), all people with Down
syndrome have an extra, critical portion
of chromosome 21 present in all or some
of their cells. This additional genetic
material alters the course of develop-
ment and causes the characteristics as-
sociated with Down syndrome.

Connect with breaking news reporter
Michael Braun: MichaelBraunNP
(Facebook), @MichaelBraunNP
(Twitter) or mbraun@news-press.com.

Journalism matters. Your support
matters. Subscribe to The News-Press.

Myles
Continued from Page 3A

Maddie Levy plays with her son Myles, 1, at their Lehigh Acres home. Myles is one of 500 kids with Down syndrome being
featured in the National Down Syndrome Society 2020 Times Square Video. His photo will be live streamed online
alongside more than 500 other individuals with Down syndrome on Sept. 12.
AMANDA INSCORE/THE NEWS-PRESS 

FLORIDA LOTTO

SATURDAY, SEPT. 5 ........................6-10-21-28-40-44 (x4)
6 of 6: $1.5M (0). Wednesday’s jackpot $2M
5 of 6: $3,712 (21). 4 of 6: $63 (877).
3 of 6: $5 (16,839).
2 (with XTRA): Free ticket (52,259).

POWERBALL

SATURDAY, SEPT. 5..................15-21-22-27-47 PB: 7 (x2)
5+PB: $66 million (0). Wednesday’s jackpot $75M
5 of 5: $1 million (0).
4+PB: $50,000 (0). 4 of 5: $100 (23).
3+PB: $100 (67). 3 of 5: $7 (1,511).
2+PB: $7 (1,548). 1+PB: $4 (10,468). PB: $4 (22,984).

MEGA MILLIONS

FRIDAY, SEPT. 4.....................19-22-24-28-53 MB: 25 (x3)
5+MB: $88M (0). Tuesday’s jackpot $97M.
5 of 5: $1 million (0). 4+MB: $10,000 (1).
4 of 5: $500 (18). 3+MB: $200 (42).
3 of 5: $10 (1,078). 2+MB: $10 (837).
1+MB: $4 (6,422). MB: $2 (15,202).

JACKPOT TRIPLE PLAY

FRIDAY, SEPT. 4 ....................................... 1-10-12-34-41-42
6 of 6: $525,000 (0). 5 of 6: $310.50 (36).
4 of 6: $23 (1,167). 3 of 6: $1 (19,550).
Combo10+: $10,000 (0). Combo9: $500 (8).
Combo8: $50 (91). Combo7: $20 (532).
Combo6: $10 (2,922) Combo5: $5 (10,646).
Combo4: Free ticket (29,084).

FANTASY 5

MONDAY, SEPT. 7 ..........................................9-12-16-19-27
5 of 5: $172,223.29 (1). 4 of 5: $90 (307). 
3 of 5: $8.50 (8,880). 2 of 5: Free ticket (80,733). 

PICK 2, 3, 4, 5

TUESDAY, SEPT. 8 MIDDAY
4-5.................0-8-9.................6-7-8-0.................2-2-4-4-2

MONDAY, SEPT. 7 EVENING
5-7 .................0-8-0 .................7-2-3-8 .................1-4-5-0-3

CASH4LIFE

MONDAY, SEPT. 7 ................................1-2-20-37-56 CB: 3
No winners of $1,000 a day or week for life.
4 of 5+CB: $2,500 (1). 4 of 5: $500 (1).
3 of 5+CB: $100 (48). 3 of 5: $25 (146)
2 of 5+CB: $10 (1,064). 2 of 5: $4 (3,312)
1 of 5+CB: Free ticket (7,374)

Florida Lottery 
Results are for tickets sold only in Florida


