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Sale

TURN YOUR BATH INTO
A SAFE IN-HOME SPA

Ultra-Low
3” Step-In

Multifunction
Handshower

Bask® Heated
Surfaces

The KOHLER® Walk-In Bath is designed with an ultra-low step-in,
extra-wide door and easy-to-grip handrails to help keep you safe and

secure as you ease in and out of your bath. Plus, the hydrotherapy and
BubbleMassage™ jets create a spa-like experience, massaging your

entire body as you soak relieving sore muscles and joints.

HYDROTHERAPY AT HOME

From 1,000+ online reviews

THE SAFETY OF

OUR CUSTOMERS AND EMPLOYEES
IS OUR NUMBER ONE PRIORITY.

We are taking every recommended
precaution by the CDC to ensure that

we may serve customers without
compromising their health or the

health of our employees.

THE SAFETY OF

LIMITED TIME OFFER

50% OFF
INSTALLATION

on your KOHLER
Walk-In Bath purchase

New orders only. 50% off installation equals 10% of the entire project.
Not valid on previous sales or estimates. Not to be combined with

other offers. Financing available with approved credit. Other
restrictions may apply. See sales rep for details.
Expires November 30th, 2020. FL-CRC1331959

CALL TODAY
OFFER ENDS SOON 239-351-2839

NP-GCI0524404-06

said. “The involvement of all the mem-
bers, many for a long time, makes this
successful and truly is a labor of love for
them.”

Preparation for the Thanksgiving
dinner will begin late Tuesday night
and continue until Thursday morning.

The commitment of the Rotary Club
falls in line with its mission of providing
service to others while advancing peace
and goodwill worldwide through its fel-
lowship of business, community and
professional leaders.

“We especially want the people liv-
ing alone and have no relatives here to
experience a joyous occasion, fi�nding a

way to St. Raphael's and take home a
dinner,” he said.

Elliott said the generosity of many
who attend the dinners provide a dona-
tion and the money collected from 2019
was enough to purchase turkeys, hams
and other ingredients for the 2020 din-
ners. The wishing well donation kettle
will be located in the parish hall parking
lot.

“The dinners are intended to be free
because we enjoy doing this for the
community and it has become very
successful for us,” he said. “Free is the
magic word but as always has been the
case many insist on donating and that
is appreciated.”

“The special joy is seeing people
come to the church the same time every
year because it's a part of their holiday
with family and friends.”

Rotary
Continued from Page 1A

Researcher Michael Mullan may be
one of the few Floridians who’s eager for
another red tide.

It’s not that he’s hoping for environ-
mental devastation and human misery,
but each bloom adds more data to the
picture he and researchers at Sarasota’s
Roskamp Institute are piecing together.

And to bring their ongoing study into
sharper focus, the nonprofi�t is seeking
volunteers from Southwest Florida.

Roskamp has studied the causes and
potential cures for neurodegenerative
and neuropsychiatric disorders such as
Alzheimer’s Disease, multiple sclerosis
and Gulf War Illness. Their work has led
to new treatments being clinically test-
ed in Europe and the U.S. The institute is
partnering with the Gulf of Mexico
Coastal Ocean Observing System on the
study, which is funded by with a
$400,000 federal grant.

The goal is to understand the neuro-
logical eff�ects of brevetoxins, said Mul-
lan, Roskamp’s executive director.
They’re the harmful compounds pro-
duced by Karenia brevis, the saltwater

algae responsible for red tide. In large
numbers, the microorganisms give the
surrounding water a red tint, lending
the algae its common name.

The work kicked off� in May, with a
core group of volunteers from Sarasota
and Manatee counties, but Roskamp re-
searchers want to expand its reach far-
ther south, since Charlotte, Lee and Col-
lier counties also suff�ered environmen-
tally catastrophic 2018 blooms that lin-
gered for more than a year.

Beyond the countless creatures
killed, the blooms drove humans off� the
beaches, and sent some to doctors’ of-
fi�ces and emergency rooms with respi-
ratory woes as well as severe headaches
and other neurological problems.

Six months in, the study is already

yielding intriguing results.
What’s already clear is that brevetox-

ins do not aff�ect everyone equally, says
research team leader Dr Laila Abdullah.

“Some people are relatively unaff�ect-
ed by it, whereas others get severe
symptoms very easily. We are very in-
terested to know the reason for this and
so we are examining the role of the im-
mune system and looking at diff�erences
in neurological eff�ects between those
that have severe symptoms versus

those that do not.”
People exposed to the blooms pro-

duce antibodies to the toxin, but levels
also vary widely, Mullan says.

“If you take 100 people you know
were all exposed … maybe two thirds of
them have very low antibody levels,” he
said. “But then another group have con-
siderably higher, and this group really
stands out.”

The question is: What does that
mean?

“Is it good to have that strong im-
mune response or is it bad?” he asks.
“So far there’s no clear correlation.”

Which is why he’s keenly awaiting
another bloom.

“What we’re really interested in is
what happens when both get re-ex-
posed. So while you never want to be
hoping for a bloom, when the next one
comes, that’s the thing we’ll be looking
at.”

Whether respiratory and nervous
system symptoms are related is an open
question.

“We want to know if they’re linked or
can be associated in any way,” Mullan
said. “They might not, in fact, it might
be inversely correlated, because if you
don’t get any signs and symptoms, you
don’t run away from (red tide), so you
may expose yourself to higher levels. We
just don’t know at this point.”

Red tide researchers seek subjects 
Volunteers could expand
study on potential risks

Amy Bennett Williams
Fort Myers News-Press

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

The beach around Lighthouse Point on
Sanibel Island was clear of dead fi�sh on
Aug. 22, 2018. THE NEWS-PRESS FILE

Learn more, volunteer
The Roskamp Institute, a
Sarasota-based nonprofi�t dedicated to
understanding and treating diseases
like Alzheimers, is seeking volunteers
from Southwest Florida for a clinical
research study focused on
understanding the impacts of
environmental toxins, particularly red
tide.

Participants will be required to
participate in one visit where they will
answer a questionnaire and then
provide a blood sample.

To join the study, call 941-256-8018,
Ext. 3008. 

More information:
roskampinstitute.org/news/redtide-
study-update-potential-health-risks/

Dr. Liliya Gerasymchuk has joined
Physicians’ Primary Care of Southwest
Florida as a pediatrician.

Dr. Gerasymchuk earned her doctor
of osteopathy degree from Kansas City
University of Medicine and Biosciences
in Kansas City, MO. She served her resi-
dency in pediatrics at Children’s Hospi-
tal of Michigan in Detroit, Mich. She is a
member of the American Academy of
Pediatrics, the American Osteopathic
Association and the American College
of Osteopathic Pediatricians. 

Dr. Gerasymchuk will see patients at
the Lehigh Acres pediatrics offi�ce of
Physicians’ Primary Care at 5700 Lee

Blvd., call 239-481-5437;
also at the Cape Coral of-
fi�ce at 1261 Viscaya Park-
way, call 239-573-7337.

Physicians’ Primary
Care of Southwest Flor-
ida, a physician-owned
and operated medical

practice, was formed in 1996 by many
local physicians and has grown to be-
come the largest physician-owned pri-
mary care practice in Southwest Flori-
da.

Medical specialties include family
practice, internal medicine and pediat-
rics. Offi�ces are conveniently located
throughout Lee County. For more infor-
mation, visit www.ppcswfl�.com.

New pediatrician in Lehigh
Special to the News Star

Gerasymchuk


